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The  Central - Intelligence
Agéncy (CIA) has been ott of
the: niews for the, past six
months, and prayers of thanks
ire doubtless said daxly dL its
headquarters. .

Last year wae the low pomt
in the ageucy’s history, but the
troubles began with jts involve-
Then things
out of control with - the

revelation ‘that the CIA' had

been involved in lllcgal counter- ¥

mtellu,cncc aperations at heme
and assassination plots abread.

It has had three directors
since 1972: Mr James Schle-
singer, Mr William. Colby and
Mr George Bush. Mr Bush has
not Leen invited to st: ay on hy
Fimmy Carter and the
President-elect’s cheoice of a nesy
director is -one of his. more
imnertant first decisions.

One of  the passible candi-
dates, D¢ Ray- Cline, has iust
published a book on the CJA,
reforms which he
thinks - should be irtroduced
immediately. During the 1969s
he was deputy director of the
intelligence side of the asency
(as opnosed -to the branch
which ran spiés and sccret
arnvies) and he. Jeft for the
State Departmient in 1969, Jle
now teaches at Georgetown
University.

His book is d;screet about his
reasons for leaving the CJA
after a quarter of a century—
it is discreet about everyt hing
-~but it seems as though he felt
that those who collected infor-
mation, analysed it and passed
it on tn the proper authorities
were losinz  the bureaucratic
battle to those who wmounted
§ecret operations and did what

the President told then.

Mr Richard Helms, who was
director at the hme, was also
appareuatly - sceptical about the
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®There is still a need for some
splcs out 1n the cold, but the most

'Jm portant intelligeice gather ng.

an bo done in Washmoton

ey

< Por]

value of special operations, and
a great believer in the superior
virtues of iatelligence analysis.
However, he went along with
the ideas of Ar Lyndoi John-
son and Mr Richard Nixon and
did ndt resign. Dr
the wiser maun. -~
The Awmerican ]\uoluuon ‘of
1973-76 not anly disposed of Mr
Nixon and his  methods of
government ; it also settled the
in. the *CIA. "The
“school” of Dr Cline is now
50 pmich in the ascendant that

it is probably safe fm years

to come.

Besides Dr
change the agency’s
Central Institate of Foreign
Affairs Research, iheve are
other more important thuws in
his book. His first point is Cthat
governments -must exert every
effort to find out what enemies
or potential enemies are doing,
This means reading, looking 'md

Clme s wish to
;s name to the

listening : every Soviet puhhcn-.
“tion must he studied, satellites

must  photograph evervthing
visible from the air, and the
world’s radio sxgnn]x must. be
listened-to and interpreted.

Then everything must be
analysed, and the infarmation
must go to the people who need
to know it. .

Recent history containg many
instances of mfoxmatlon being

C]ine was '

e LI5e)

igunred or overlooked. Pearl
Harbour swas one disxmmus
example, and the CIA's duty is
to make sure that it never lap-

pens again.  Nevertheless, the
Vietnamese surprised the
Americans -in . 1968 and the

Arabs did so again in 1973,

Dr Cline argues that there is
stitl veed for some spies “ out
in the cold,” but insists that the
most, xmpmmm part of mle]hp-
ence gathering can be done in
l'aslnn{'mn ITe then observes
that_up to 75 per cent of the
intelligence  collected by the
CIA could De made public.

Spics and special operations
should be kept entirely separ-
ate from the main agency, and

there should De a clandemne.
services staff somewhere in the:

execytive to look after them,
supervised in great secrecy b},r
the dne tor of central intellig-
ence. ‘This man would have
Cabinet rank and would direct
the affairs of all the Forcign
information-gathering br anchies
of the United States (,ovcxn~
ment.

Every thmg would depend an
a restoration of good relations
between the agency and Con-
gress. Mr Dush bas done liis

best (be is a former congress--

man) but there is still u long
way to go. Dr Cline wants a
small committee of senior con-

Lterspy

\

‘g0 public’-

gressmen  in each Mouse to
supervise every aspect of Dboth
the main agency and the, clan-
destine services ~ stuff, . -

Dr Cline has other proposals
for the era after De Kissinger
retires as Sceretary of State. le
suggests ways fUl" ne('f:ss(n_', H]-
formation to .circulate in the
Government, saying that if
senior officials had hsmncd to

. anyone who knew about Cyprus

they would not have been sur:
pxmcd when the Turks inter
vened, and that if someone had
told thc Agricultire Departinent
that the Sovief harvest had.
failed it would not have heen
surprised when the Russians
bought up the American prain
surplus and played havec with

-United States domestic prices.,

This all fits in with Mr Car-
ter’s  apparent “predilections,

cand completes the reforms pxo-' !

posed by the Senate and begun
by President Ford.

On the other hand, the sup-
porters of the magazine Coun-
and Mr TPhilip Agce
would probably not apree thh
most of it. They, toa, have just
published a hook--The Lawless
State ; the Crimes of the United
States Intelligence Agencies—
which describes in harrowing
detail many of the past mistakes
of the CIA; the Federal Bureau
of Im'esngnuon and the ‘White
House.

Its principal author is Mr
Morton Halperin, a former col-
league of Dr Cline in the Nat-
ional Security Couneil and the
State De;mrtment and now -
thorn in Dr Kissinger's side.

His conclusions on the way
the CIA should be reorganized
are similar to Dr Cline’s, with
the important exception that Alr
Halperin wants to stop spyiniz
a]m"crher and”  to pro[ubu:

“special operations ” by law.
Scerets, Spics and S'cimlcrrs, b:,'
Ray Cline, Acropolis, $10.




